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WEAPOMS 


ChalxMsi Khrushehev in his letter of October 23: 

” „othe Soviet Goveranent, in addition to «arli«ir 
Instmetions on the dlsectatiimanee of further we<rk eui 
weapcns coastruetion sites, has given a nee order to 
disaantle i^c,h_a^ pfffqejjw. 

and to crate and return rhea to the Soviet Qnioe«.” 

Uhat are the am tdiieh Freaident Kennedy had, irioc 

Chaiman Kfartishehev* s letter of October 28, "describcid as 

offensive**? 

mie answer to this question is to be found priaerilf l a 
four &}ciaiaitSo 



The first dodasent is the transcript of the Pres ides a: 's 
press confer«ace of Septenber 13, 1962, in which he siide cl^isr 
that the United States could not accept a Cowwunl st b^ldup 
in Cuba that adght "endanger or interfere with our security 
in any way*' nor could we accept to have (hiba "becone 
offensive Military base of significant capacity i/oc the Sav.et 
Ihtian**o Later in the press confermce the President ref irte i 
this concept further by nslftng it clear that the Ihiitad Srus :es 
would act "if Cuba should jijosseas a capacity to cam out 

* : O^, s . : 

offiMttsiva action again s t t he U nited States o" This c oncept 
that offansive am are those thet provide a capacitf to 
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dell-ver tMapons agalast the soil of this coimtry or of 
•oil of other Ameriem stetes !• the ioplleit fhmr Iti ell 
of tiie Freeideat's sidkseqoent references to the sabj|«:C. 

The second relevant docvnent Is Presldmt Eenned^r'e 
address of October 22, 1962, a copy of ehieh vas fomally 
delivered to the Soviet Goveranent^ la his address. 
President Kcnneiih^ spoke of the discovery of * *off* «yfff 7 w> 

^ <3nba^ stating that the "purpose of theiie 
bases can be none other than to provide a nuclear strike 
c^ablllty against the Hest«ea Bealsphsre^" After dl^cnsfil^g 
these nlsslle sites, the President states: 

"la addition, let bashers capable of carrylt^ 
ceclear weapons, are now being nncrated and assanbleci 
in Oidba, while the necessary air bases are being 
prepsred"o 

The President farther said: 

"This nrgait transfomatlon of Cuba into an lnpctr< 
teat strategic base*«*by the presence of these larga«, 
long-range, and clearly offensive weapons of sudilcn 
SHBsa destmctlon, constitutes an explicit threat to 
the peace and security of all the hBerlcsu^. , 

October 23 

The concept of off«mslve we a p o ns as laclndlng both 
vtsslles and Jet boidber syataoMi was given sore precise 
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dmtinttixm 1a tb* Procl— tion IsMMd by President KsKiaedf 
on October 23, entitled: "IntMrdlctlon of tbe Delivery of 

Offenslto Vei^oBs to Cnbeo** Hie proclontlon «es direstei 
et ^cventins "the delivery of offensive wesyons end essocie:ed 
Mteriel to CdbSo" It specified as "prohibited asteri«l"s 
Snrfece^to snrfnce nissiles; bonber eirermft; boetbs, 
eir-to-snr£ace rockets and gnided nissiles; narheeds 
for say of the above ne s pon s; nechsnical or eleet:roiiif; 
eqiiipociit to siqnport or operate the above itens; and 
any other classes of nstsorial hereafter designated by 
the Secretary of Defense for the purpose of effectnatlni', 
this Proelaaationo 
Letter of October 27 

In addition to these three doennents, the Fresidsiat’ • 
letter of October 27 to Chairasn Khrushchev should also be 
regarded es illunineting the tern "offensive veepoaso*’ In 
that letter, the President stated: 

"The first thing that needs to be dene, however. 

Is tor work to cease on offensive nissile bases Ihi Cubs 
and tor ell weapons svstins to OciMl topshle^^^ 

Mae to be rendered inoperable, under effective United 
nations srrangeneatso" 


SECKET 
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Thm letter fortlMr provides: 

”Y«m mid to ream these mmi 

from CidM under epp rop r iete Uhlted Nations observatiitFi 
end siqMnrrislcm »oo 


SECRET 
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